CHICAGO CHILD CARE SOCIETY (CCCS)

CASE FOR SUPPORT

Mission

Chicago Child Care Society provides innovative, community-based education and social service programs that address the current and emerging needs of vulnerable children and their families.
Vision

Chicago Child Care Society opens a world of positive choices and relationships for children and youth.
What is Chicago Child Care Society?

CCCS is a multi-service, non-profit child welfare agency that delivers high impact intervention and prevention services for children and youth who are facing significant challenges in their lives. Our programs tackle such issues as:  teen parents who are ill-prepared to care for their children and have little support for completing their own education; the growing incidence of HIV and sexually transmitted diseases in the adolescent African-American and Hispanic Communities; the need for enriched early childhood education that should be available to children of all economic and ethnic backgrounds; and the need for more innovative solutions to address the plight of children at risk of entering and remaining in the foster care system.  

Founded in 1849 as the Chicago Orphan Asylum, 

CCCS is the oldest child welfare agencies in Illinois 

and has a rich history and successful record 

of meeting the profound and changing needs of children in need.

For 159 years, the Chicago Child Care Society has stepped up to address the issues of the most vulnerable children in the city of Chicago – our history, in fact, mirrors that of the city and we are highly regarded for the well-grounded, innovative approaches to complex problems involving children and their families.  The agency’s current service continuum includes early childhood education, adolescent parenting initiatives, college assistance, prevention services for HIV and sexually transmitted diseases, counseling and other child and family support programs.

What makes CCCS distinctive?
CCCS is unique in its longevity and progressive approach to offering high quality early childhood education and individual and family support programs. CCCS operates from a strength-based perspective with staff, children and families and promotes a culture that focuses on an individual’s strength and not his or her deficiencies. This positive belief and approach allows the agency to focus on who people are and what they can become. Our core competencies of relationship-building with our clients, comprehensive program development and collaboration drive our work and service delivery philosophies. 

· We offer early childhood education focused on a mixed-use model that promotes socio-economic and ethnic diversity in the classroom. Families who pay the full cost and lower income families who are eligible for state support or reduced fees create a unique mix that gives children from all walks of life diverse interpersonal experiences early in childhood. 

· Our programs provide comprehensive support for children and link families to a broad range of services that address individual needs and contribute to long-term case management impact.  

· CCCS remains a well-known organization in the Hyde Park and Kenwood communities. Our long-term relationship with the University of Chicago and its School of Social Service Administration creates unique, substantive opportunities for staff development and program evolution.
· Because of donors who strongly believed in our mission and work, CCCS is fortunate to have an endowment that provides annual financial support for strategic planning, organization advancement, staff training and development, and program enhancement.

Why our work is important.

Chicago Child Care Society’s work is important because we address serious issues that adversely impact children and their families.  In most cases, these issues exist on a national or statewide level, and the agency’s programmatic directions are reflective of societal trends.  Some of these broader trends are noted below.
In 2004, 20% of children under the age of six in the United States—that is, one out of every five kids, or some 4.8 million children—were living in poverty. In 2005, 194,337 or 8% of Illinois youth ages 12-24 were living in deep poverty. (U.S. Census Bureau 2004). 
In addition to its effects on the children in question, child poverty is linked to a number of societal ills. 
Children who grow up in poverty mature into adults who are more likely to engage in crime, have substance abuse problems, abuse and neglect their own children, and suffer from poor health. Poverty also has a tendency to reproduce itself: children in poverty are more likely to live in poverty as adults and have children who will then grow up in poverty. (Economic Policy Institute). Our programs are designed to assist children and their families who are experiencing one or more of the problems associated with poverty issues and low income households. 
Equally significant, the United States has the highest incidence of adolescent pregnancies and births among all industrialized nations.   The consequences of this are enormous.  Only one-third of women who bear their first child as teenagers ever receive their high school diploma.  (Robin Hood Foundation, 1996)  This then leads to the downward spiral of poverty and welfare dependency which has been well documented.
The following Chicago-specific statistics reflect the realities of why CCCS exists, the relevancy of our work and regrettably explain why we are compelled to serve children and families.

· Research shows two-thirds of families begun by young unmarried mothers are poor. The National Center for Health Statistics states that Illinois has the 4th highest annual number of births to adolescents among the 50 states. Chicago ranks 3rd out of 165 largest cities in this regard (2004).  
· There are 261,707 children under the age of 6 in the city and a total supply of 72,000 pre-school center based slots.  To meet the need for Universal Pre-K for just the 3 and 4 year olds, an additional 57,337 child care slots are required. (Chapin Hall, 2005) 

· United Way of Chicago reports that 85% of Chicago Public School students come from families receiving public aid, live in institutions for neglected or delinquent children, or are supported in foster homes with public funds. (2001).

· Data from 2005 indicates that 44% of CPS high school students drop out of high school within 5 years of enrollment. 59% of dropouts were African American and 29% were Hispanic (together accounting for 88% of all dropouts).  Nearly two-thirds of jobs in Chicago require workers to have some post-secondary education.  High school dropouts are 72% more likely to be unemployed and poor than those who graduate from high school. (United Way, 2005)
· The Center for Disease Control statistics rank Illinois the sixth highest for reported AIDS cases among all states. As of December 2004, a total of 3,045 cases of HIV infection had been reported in Illinois residents ages 20 to 29 —a group likely to have contracted the virus as adolescents. (Center for Disease Control, 2005).
· In 2004, approximately 101,960 Illinois grandparents had primary responsibility for care for their grandchildren.  Many other children were not as fortunate – there are 4400 children in foster care in Chicago (DCFS, 2005).

Our work and programs with pre-k-children, teen parents, at risk adolescents, foster parents and families tackle the issues that drive these statistics.

The difference CCCS makes.

CCCS gives unconditional support in tough situations and provides safe and caring environments to children and families who receive the critical assistance they indisputably need. Our dedicated staff connects families with programs, services and resources that encourage positive and constructive decisions, and open a myriad of possibilities and opportunities for healing, growth and change. 

Our children and families are our biggest endorsers

 of the value of CCCS programs and services.

Positive choices: Cristal’s Story

She was only 16 when she found out she was pregnant, but she knew that to

survive she had to stay in school. Because her high school counselor was familiar with the teen parenting services that CCCS offers during the school day, Cristal was referred to the Teen Parent Initiative program based at her high school. After losing her own mother to cancer three years earlier, Cristal lived with her older sister and other family members. Though they struggled, she dedicated herself to the goals of earning good grades and blossoming as a mother. With the support she found through CCCS’s Teen Parent Initiative, she was able to transfer to a college prep high school and is preparing to enter college in the fall of 2008.
Positive opportunities for healing: Michael’s Story
Five year old Michael was lovable and bright yet angry and aggressive. A CCCS Case worker who was working with Michael’s mother in the Teen Parenting Initiative program encouraged her to enroll Michael in CCCS’s Child and Family Development Center. Teachers noticed that Michael kept drawing a disturbing picture of a house engulfed in fire with children trapped inside.  It was clear he needed intervention and support. Michael entered our Counseling program and developed a caring relationship with his therapist. The therapist and Michael even visited a fire station together, showing Michael how adults were there to protect him if needed. Michael’s aggressive play in the classroom eventually stopped and he began to draw self portraits that projected hopefulness, safety and security. Michael is currently attending kindergarten with a new foundation of hope and trust in the world. His mother is employed. Michael and his mom are doing well.
Constructive decisions for change: Tina’s Story
Tina, a seventeen year old parent and high school junior, visited the Next Step program with a friend and was immediately interested in becoming a participant in the two-year college readiness program for parenting teens. Tina’s home situation was assessed by a case manager to be challenging, and yet this professional could see that Tina was bright, goal oriented, and struggling to envision a better future for herself and her child. With the assistance of her case worker, Tina enrolled in the Next Step College Readiness program for teen parents. Staff immediately connected Tina with a mentor and after actively taking advantage of everything the Next Step program offered, Tina took the ACT exam, completed three college applications, applied for four scholarships and completed her financial aid package on-line. She emerged as a leader in the Next Step program and has completed two years at Southern Illinois University. 

Chicago Child Care Society —opening a world of positive opportunities and relationships for Chicago’s children and youth

Why does CCCS need your financial support?

CCCS annually receives 10% of its funding from private sources and relies heavily on this percentage of contributions from individuals, corporations and foundations to enhance service delivery and create programs not supported by public funding. 

Public money does not cover all the many needs that our children and families experience each day.  

Private revenue allows us to support over 1,000 children and families annually and to explore, design and launch innovative programs that enable us to go above and beyond in addressing the needs of our clients. We could not provide the best for our children and families without your private contributions.
From our donor’s perspective.…

· Kaboom!, a national organization with a mission to place a playground within walking distance of each and every child in America, coordinated the building of the new CCCS playground. Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association sponsored the project and University of Chicago provided a match. More than 60 children have access to the playground on a daily basis.
· Ruth C. Bamford, a former CCCS employee and case worker, left her entire estate to support children and families served by the agency. Our planned giving recognition society is named in her honor. 

· Our endowment, supported by legacy gifts, funded capital renovations of the agency’s house on 54th and University. The house, an annex facility very near our main building, is utilized for teaching life and homemaking skills to clients in our Teen Services programs. Many of our children and families do not have a positive home environment, and our goal has been to create and model the benefits of a healthy and peaceful space. The house is available to more than 300 teen parents and children in our programs. 

At one time in our history, we relied more on private contributions than on government funding to support our programs and services. Our challenge is to build a more sustained private base of support for the future. 
Private funding is essential to our on-going and future success.
Our Unwavering Commitment to Children and Families
As CCCS approaches its 160th anniversary in 2009, our Board of Directors’ and staff’s primary concern is to continue to be relevant and helpful to the people we serve. Our main areas of focus and emphasis remain:

· Addressing the critical needs of children and families so they can utilize their own skills and strengths to build a better future.

· Increasing private philanthropic support. 
· Recruiting committed Board members and volunteers.
· Employing and maintaining highly qualified staff.
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