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Chicago Child Care Society Announces

Kenneth W. Watson Education Fund Award Recipient
Chicago….The inaugural Kenneth W. Watson Education Fund Award winner is Ralph Adams, the first teenage father to participate in the Chicago Child Care Society’s (CCCS) Next Step College Readiness Program, which began in 2006. The program encourages teen fathers to continue their education by assisting them in the college application process, advising them through the enrollment process and help them to establish goals and develop a plan to achieve them. Twenty year-old Adams just completed his first year at DeVry University.   
The award was established in memory of Kenneth W. Watson who worked at CCCS for over 30 years as Director of Foster Care and later as Assistant Executive Director.  He was a staunch advocate for children and was instrumental in influencing public policy that focused on adoption practices and the needs of the child.  
Watson retired in 1994 and upon his death in 2010 and in honor of his memory, Dr. Kenneth Shine established the Kenneth W. Watson Education Fund to support annual awards for teen fathers in the CCCS Next Step College Readiness Program.  

Chicago Child Care Society was founded in 1849 as the Chicago Orphan Asylum to care for children left homeless by the cholera epidemic.  As the oldest existing child welfare agency in Illinois, CCCS has a history of meeting the profound and changing needs of children throughout the last 161 years.  Today, through current programs such as early childhood education program, teen parenting support, educational mentoring and family support, CCCS provides the chance for children and youth to experience positive relationships and opportunities. 

The award will be presented at the CCCS Annual Meeting on June 29th.  For more information on CCCS visit www.cccsociety.org.
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